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III. Presentation of Prints
Kindergarten

Portfolio  A

KLEE - HEAD OF A MAN
MOILLIET - IN THE CIRCUS

Portfolio  B

FRANKENTHALER - BLUE ATMOSPHERE
RENOIR - IN THE MEADOW

Portfolio  C

MIRO - PORTRAIT NO. 1
POLLOCK - COMPOSITION

Portfolio  D

CHAGALL - CHAMBON-sur-LAC
PICKETT - CORYELL'S FERRY, 1776

Portfolio  E

HOMER - SNAP THE WHIP
LINDNER - CYCLIST

Portfolio  F

OVERSTREET  - JUSTICE AND PEACE
VASARELY - TRIDEM K

Portfolio  G

PICASSO - THE ENAMEL SAUCEPAN
DEMUTH  - FIGURE FIVE IN GOLD

Prints are not presented in the order listed above.
Check at your school for the specific order of print presentations.
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1233 KLEE, PAUL
Head of a Man

Kuntstmuseum,
Basel

1361 MOILLIET, LOUIS
In the Circus

Kunstmuseum,
Basel
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: KLEE, PAUL (CLAY, Paul)  (1879-1940)

PRINT: HEAD OF A MAN Expressionism
KUNSTMUSEUM      Date:  1922
BASEL, SWITZERLAND            Size:  16" x 15"

      Medium: Oil on cardboard

ARTIST - Paul Klee was born in Switzerland, the son of a music teacher and a mother who liked
to draw.  He had an affection for cats as a child.  He also enjoyed drawing.  In fact, some of Klee's
early unsigned works were recognized as his because they were line drawings of cats.

The artist was a serious student.  He enjoyed history, the sciences, and languages.  He was well
respected, a fine writer, musician, and teacher.

Paul Klee was still a working artist when he died at the age of sixty.  He left at least eight thousand,
nine hundred and twenty-six works of art.

PRINT - A favorite saying of Mr. Klee's was "Learn how to look beyond the surface and get to the
root of things."  He thought we should think about and look closely at things.  This is shown in
Head of a Man.

The texture of this painting is flat.  The paint is applied evenly.  It has many squares of color.  It is
small and has many child-like symbols.  These symbols tell us how Klee sees the world and the
people who live in it.  The color is used to brighten and fill the painting.

PORTFOLIO  A

PAIRED WITH: MOILLIET
IN THE CIRCUS
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: MOILLIET, LOUIS (MOI-yeh, LOO-ee)  (1880-1962)

PRINT: IN THE CIRCUS            School of Paris
KUNSTMUSEUM      Date:  1914
BASEL, SWITZERLAND       Size:  78 3/4" x31"

          Medium: Oil on Canvas

ARTIST - Louis Moillet was born in Switzerland.  He started painting and studying art as a young
boy.  His style was called "German Naturalism" which means he had a feeling for nature.

In 1914, he took a trip to Tunisia with two other artists, Klee and Gacke.  The trip helped them learn
a lot about a technique called expressive abstraction that influenced 20th Century Art.

PRINT - In the Circus shows Moillet's talent in watercolors.  Some parts of this painting are in a
style called cubism, which uses straight lines of different sizes and shapes.  The shapes are
geometric and the colors are bright and almost see-through.

PORTFOLIO  A

PAIRED WITH: KLEE
HEAD OF A MAN
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Kindergarten

KLEE - HEAD OF A MAN
MOILLIET - IN THE CIRCUS

QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION

1. Do the colors make you feel warm?

2. What do you see in the circus picture?

3. Which picture has more happening?

4. What colors can you find in Head of a Man ?
What shapes can you find in this picture?

5. Is this a sad or happy clown in Moillet's In the Circus?

6. Do you think this is a happy or sad face in Klee's Head of a Man?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. Some pictures are made using box-like shapes, whether square,
rectangular or triangular.  Make boxes of different shapes out of paper and
balance them - three, four, five, six of them.

2. Choose one primary color (red, yellow or blue).  Combine it with one of the other
primary colors to see what results you get.  For example, red combined with yellow makes 
orange; red combined with blue makes purple; yellow combined with blue makes green.
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1410 FRANKENTHALER, HELEN
Blue Atmosphere

Collection of the Artist

1113 RENOIR, PIERRE AUGUSTE
In the Meadow

Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: FRANKENTHALER, HELEN  (frank-en-THAL-er, HELL-en) (1928-     )

PRINT: BLUE ATMOSPHERE           Abstract Impressionism
COLLECTION OF THE ARTIST      Date:  1963

          Size:  5'10” x 9'
    Medium:  Acrylic Paints on Canvas

ARTIST - Helen Frankenthaler was born in New York City.  She studied with a Mexican painter,
Tamayo.  She learned about Cubist Art at Bennington College.  The abstract artists, Jackson
Pollack and Wassily Kandinsky, influenced her work.

Frankenthaler's work is poetic.  She used freely flowing forms and emotional colors.  Her work has
the light movement that we often find in Oriental art.

Lately, Helen Frankenthaler has painted large, flat forms.  The original of Blue Atmosphere is an
immense canvas measuring 5' 10" x 9'.  This is one of the artist's first works using acrylic paints.
She uses her feelings to decide how a color is applied.

PRINT - In Blue Atmosphere, we can see the basic way Helen Frankenthaler works.  We see how
she spreads, pushes, and allows paint to flow on the canvas.  The color that starts at the top also is
used on the side and bottom of the painting.  Some areas of the canvas show through.

Atmosphere is the area surrounding the earth.  In Blue Atmosphere, Helen Frankenthaler painted
with free flowing forms.  She paints color and form in a sensitive and powerful way.

PORTFOLIO  B

PAIRED WITH: RENOIR
IN THE MEADOW
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: RENOIR, PIERRE AUGUSTE  (REN-wahr, PEE-air, Oh-gust) (1841-1919)

PRINT: IN THE MEADOW Impressionism
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART      Date:  1882
NEW YORK CITY     Size:  32" x 25 3/4"

         Medium:  Oil on Canvas

ARTIST - Pierre Auguste Renoir was a very famous Impressionist painter.  He was born in
Limoges, France.  By the age of 13, he was earning money as an assistant painter of porcelain.
This work helped him gain decorative skill.  He was a talented, skilled artist who painted realistically
because he studied the important art of the past.

Renoir painted in the Impressionist style using a lot of color to make the picture light and warm.
Because he wanted to be original, he sometimes used color itself without form.

When Renoir was 21 years old, he went to the Paris Art School.  He enjoyed being with other art
students, but Renoir did not like the strict rules and he felt the classes were boring.  Renoir and his
friends left school and began to paint together.

Renoir and the Impressionists did painting after painting of water -- flowing, sparkling, and moving.
The Impressionists painted very quickly, right on the canvas.  They used small strokes of bright
color to get the effect of sunlight and movement.  They painted their "first impressions" of scenes
of everyday life, which give a different feeling from photographs.

PRINT - Renoir loved nature and enjoyed painting pictures of everything he saw.  In every picture
Renoir painted he made color and music.  In this painting the colors sing to us because they are
fresh and sparkling.

This painting shows girls brimming with life.  The girls are sitting in an area shaded from the
sunlight, similar to flowers sitting tall and bright.  The artist uses color to show the beauty of the
meadow and the beauty of the girls.

PORTFOLIO  B

PAIRED WITH: FRANKENTHALER
BLUE ATMOSPHERE
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Kindergarten

FRANKENTHALER  - BLUE ATMOSPHERE
RENOIR - IN THE MEADOW

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What is happening in each painting?

2. Which picture happened a long time ago?  How do you know?

3. Which picture uses more colors?

4. What is different about these paintings?

5. Which picture is brighter?

6. Which picture has sunlight?

7. What can you find in these two pictures?

8. Which painting would you like to touch?  Why?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. Use red, yellow and blue markers or watercolor paint.  Mix these colors to see what you get.

2. What new colors did you make?

3. What does your design look like?

4. Can you help complete these sentences?

Red + yellow = _____________ (red and yellow make orange)
_____________ + blue = green (yellow and blue make green)
Red + ___________ = purple (red and blue make purple)

5. It is fun to experiment with colors.  On a piece of tagboard, using several different colored
crayons, layer several colors on top of each other.  Scrape the layers carefully, revealing one
color at a time.

SKILLS REINFORCED - SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS

Visual Arts: Uses elements and principles of design.
Mathematics: Understands operations of math.
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1190 MIRO, JOAN
Portrait No, 1

Baltimore Museum of Art
Maryland

840 POLLACK, JACKSON
Composition

Baltimore Museum of Art
Maryland
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: MIRO, JOAN  (mee-ROH, zhoo-AWN)  (1893-1983)

PRINT: PORTRAIT NO. 1       Surrealism
BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART  Date:  1938
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND Size:  64 1/4”x 51 1/4”

Medium: Oil and Pencil on Canvas

ARTIST - Joan Miro was born in Spain, and painted until he was in his 80's.  When he was 26 he
went to Paris and was influenced by Braque and Picasso.

Miro was a playful artist.  He created pictures that have a dreamlike quality and are very
imaginative.  By 1925 he was painting highly imaginative paintings and exhibited with a group of
painters called the Surrealists.

During the 1930’s he produced a group of collages that were shown in Paris and a large mural for
the Paris Exhibition.  In 1940 Miro left France and lived and worked on the island of Majorca.  In
1944 he returned to France.  For the remainder of his life he divided his time between Barcelona
and Paris.

His works are full of brilliant color and carefully composed shapes.  They may transport us to a
timeless place full of magic and strange characters.

Miro was a very versatile artist.  He also designed tapestries and rugs, made ceramics, and created
sculptures in stone and wood.

PRINT - This is a picture of a very special woman.  Her massive hair forms a frame around her
yellow face.  There are also fish and bird forms, and geometric shapes suggesting a happy light-
hearted mood.

PORTFOLIO  C

PAIRED WITH: POLLOCK
COMPOSITION
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: POLLOCK, JACKSON  (PAWL-ock, JACK-son)  (1912-1956)

PRINT: COMPOSITION           Abstract Expressionism
BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART         Date painted:  1934-1938
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND             Size: 28 1/2" x 22 1/2"

         Medium:  Oil on Canvas

ARTIST - Jackson Pollock was born in Cody, Wyoming.  He left high school to study art at the
Art Students' League in New York.  He began to experiment with over-all painting that includes
lines, splatters, and paint drips to create drip paintings.  Jackson Pollock became famous for this
new type of art.  This style of art, Abstract Expressionism, began in New York in the 1940’s.

Jackson Pollock's paintings from the late 1940's and early l950's are very well known today. He is
remembered as a very important American artist representing the Expressionist movement. Pollock
died in an automobile accident in 1956.

PRINT - For the painting Composition, Pollock spread the canvas on the floor of his art studio, so
he could walk around on it or above it.  He actually put himself in his work.  Pollock painted a
picture of this type, by slinging, dripping and pouring paint onto the canvas from a can.  Art made
in this way is called "action painting" because it represents the action of the artist's hand, arm, and
whole body in making the painting.  Pollock said he was in his painting.

Jackson Pollock also used a brush and palette knife in some areas.  The lines and splatters are
evenly worked over the entire surface of the canvas.  There is no beginning or end.  This reflects the
idea that nature is equally everywhere and in everything.  There are no objects to recognize.

PORTFOLIO  C

PAIRED WITH: MIRO
PORTRAIT NO. 1
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Kindergarten

MIRO - PORTRAIT NO. 1
POLLOCK - COMPOSITION

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Which picture has bigger shapes?

2. Which picture has more lines?

3. Can you find a color that is the same in both pictures?

4. Do you see any familiar objects in these pictures?

5. Which picture is moving faster?

6. Which picture do you like better?  Why?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. Look at the pictures and then make a picture of a person's head using string and buttons.  
Let the picture take up the entire paper.  Use string and buttons to create the background.

2. Pick one object in one of the paintings, draw it on paper and cut it up into small pieces. Then
put it back together on another sheet to create a different object.  (This could be done using
construction paper, scissors, crayons and glue.)

3. Which piece is the biggest?  Which piece is the smallest?

SKILLS REINFORCED - SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS

Visual Arts: Assesses, evaluates and responds to works of art.
Mathematics: Uses direct and indirect measures for comparison.
Mathematics:  Draws two dimensional shapes
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1205 CHAGALL, MARC
Chambon-sur-Lac

832 PICKETT, JOSEPH
Coryell’s Ferry, 1776

Whitney Museum
New York
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: CHAGALL, MARC  (shah-GAHL, Mark)  (1889-1985)

PRINT: CHAMBON-sur-LAC  (Sham-bon-sur-lak) Expressionism
MUSEUM OF MODERN ART           Date:  Unknown
PARIS, FRANCE            Size:  25 5/8" x 20 1/8"

    Medium:  Unknown

ARTIST - Marc Chagall was born and spent his childhood in a small humble village in Russia.
He was one of nine children in a poor family. His parents recognized his art talent and made sure
he had art lessons.  He studied in St. Petersburg, Russia before he moved to Paris in 1910.  He was
soon a member of a group of artists living in Montmartre, France.

Chagall has a personal style using a bright range of colors and portraying his childhood memories.
They do not look realistic because they are in a free-floating composition.  There is a fantasy
quality to his painting.  His paintings show fanciful scenes and simple folk-life scenes.  

ARTIST - This is a French village although the people look very much like Russian peasants.  It is
a combination of a real village and Chagall’s memories.  The painting is full of slanting houses, a
church steeple, beautiful colors, and images of farm life.

PORTFOLIO  D

PAIRED WITH: PICKETT
CORYELL'S FERRY, 1776
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: PICKETT, JOSEPH (Pik-et, Joseph)  (1848-1919)

PRINT: CORYELL'S FERRY, 1776 Americana
WHITNEY MUSEUM         Date:  1914-1918
NEW YORK           Size:  Unknown

    Medium:  Unknown

ARTIST - Joseph Pickett was born in New Hope, Pennsylvania.  He taught himself to paint by
decorating the walls of the booths and shooting galleries which he ran at carnivals and country fairs.
After marrying, he opened a general store.  When he was not busy with customers, he painted most
of his pictures.  He was a skilled artist.

PRINT - In Coryell's Ferry, 1776 , Pickett brings a very special country feeling to mind.  The
painting may remind you of a place you once visited.  It is a very American painting.  The straight,
short lines create rhythm and movement.  The picture is very orderly and crisp.

PORTFOLIO  D

PAIRED WITH: CHAGALL
CHAMBON-sur-LAC
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Kindergarten

CHAGALL - CHAMBON-sur-LAC
PICKETT - CORYELL'S FERRY, 1776

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What are these two pictures about?

2. Count the houses in each picture.

3. Count the animals in each picture.

4. What shapes do you see?

5. What animals can you find in each picture?

6. Which picture shows where you would rather live?  Why?

7. Which picture has people working in it?

8. Tell me about the weather.  What makes it look like that?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. Make a picture of a country scene you have seen or one that you imagine.  Create
your scene using pieces of colored tissue paper or torn construction paper. Glue the pieces 
onto a white construction paper background.

2. As a class, make a list of words of objects you see in these pictures.

3. Artists draw pictures of places they know.  Draw a picture of your street.  Put different kinds of
houses on your street.  Add other objects you would find on your street (lights, trees, animals,
people, cars, etc.).

4. Count how many houses you put in your picture.  Write the number on the back of your paper.

SKILLS REINFORCED - SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS

Visual Arts: Uses symbols to communicate meaning in art.
Mathematics: Understands the way numbers are represented and used in the real world.
Language Arts: Identifies words from illustrations.
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867 HOMER, WINSLOW
Snap the Whip

Butler Institute
Youngstown, Ohio

1422 LINDNER, RICHARD
Cyclist

Kunsthalle
Hamburg, Germany
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: HOMER, WINSLOW  (1836-1910)

PRINT: SNAP THE WHIP Americana
BUTLER INSTITUTE      Date:  1872
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO          Size:  22” x 36”

  Medium:  Oil

ARTIST - Winslow Homer lived in America all his life.  When he was six, he moved from the city
life of Boston to the country.  He developed a love for the outdoors that we see in his art.

Homer was a great storyteller.  He began his art career as an illustrator.  His work appeared in a
popular magazine of that time, "Harper's Weekly."  In the middle of his successful career as an
illustrator, he took up painting.

Homer was a polite and independent man.  He learned to paint on his own.  Homer was interested
in painting the 'real' America. There were no photographers at that time so people had to paint and
draw pictures of what happened around them. He trusted only his own eyes - not those of other
artists - to capture the people and the landscapes.  

His pictures were so realistic that he became famous.  He felt he had to be alone to work well.  He
moved to a quiet spot overlooking the ocean in Maine.

PRINT - Snap the Whip shows the sensitivity to light and color that Homer is famous for in his
realistic landscapes.  He had a special ability to select what is important.  The painting shows the
scene exactly as Winslow Homer saw it, in a moment of time.

PORTFOLIO  E

PAIRED WITH: LINDNER
CYCLIST
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: LINDNER, RICHARD        (1901-1978)

PRINT: CYCLIST Expressionism
KUNSTHALLE      Date:  1951
HAMBURG, GERMANY           Size:  40" x 20"

          Medium: Oil on Canvas

ARTIST - Richard Lindner was a German-American painter.  He was born in Hamburg.  He
trained and studied to play the piano, but later in his life he started painting.  He came to the United
States to work as an illustrator of magazines and books.  He began teaching art at Pratt Institute in
New York City in 1951.

During the 1950's and 1960's, Lindner did paintings of what he saw in New York City.  He used
bold, thick lines and forceful color.

PRINT - In the Cyclist, Lindner creates a curious and personal picture.  He shows us one of his
keen observations of American life.  The figure is carefully painted.  It almost looks like a caricature
or a cartoon figure.

Lindner used many warm colors (yellows, reds, and oranges) when he painted the image.  It is a
very individual and forceful figure.  The paint is applied evenly.

PORTFOLIO  E

PAIRED WITH: HOMER
SNAP THE WHIP
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Kindergarten

HOMER - SNAP THE WHIP
LINDNER - CYCLIST

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Both pictures show scenes from life in America.  Which picture happened long ago?

2. Which one is more modern?

3. Tell the main idea of each picture.

4. Which picture looks smooth?   Which picture looks rough?

5. Who looks like they are having more fun?

6. Have you ever done what these people are doing?

7. Which picture looks more real?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. Describe things that we can do for fun today that people could not do a long time ago.

2. What kinds of objects do we use today that people did not have a long time ago?

3. Draw a picture of something that you like to do for fun.  Are you wearing something special?
Are you using something special?  Make yourself very big and try to fill the paper.

4. Tell about the kinds of games or other recreational activities that make you happy.

5. Make up a story about the Cyclist.

SKILLS REINFORCED - SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS

Visual Arts: Understands and applies media and techniques.
Visual Arts: Understands art in relation to history and culture.
Language Arts: Determines the main idea.
Social Studies: Understands historical chronology and perspective.
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972 OVERSTREET, PHILLIP
Justice and Peace

Collection of the Artist

1420 VASARELY, VICTOR
Tridem K
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Kindergarten

ARTIST: OVERSTREET, JOE  (1934-     )

PRINT: JUSTICE AND PEACE 20th Century American
COLLECTION OF THE ARTIST Date:  1969

 Size:  Unknown
Medium:  Unknown

ARTIST - Joe Overstreet was born in Conehatta, Mississippi, and moved to California when he
was a boy.  In the early 1950's, he lived and worked in Berkeley and San Francisco.  In 1955, he
worked for Walt Disney in Los Angeles, drawing the characters in animated films.  He moved to
New York City in 1957 where he designed displays for windows.  He also studied art while living
there.

Overstreet is now teaching at the University of California.  His latest paintings are large, very
colorful canvases shaped with rope or wooden stretchers.  His designs are based on magical
geometric patterns and African and American symbols.  Of his paintings he says, "My paintings
don't let the onlooker glance over them, but rather take them deeply into them and let them out -
many times by different routes.  These trips are taken sometimes subtly and sometimes suddenly.  I
want my paintings to have an eye-catching 'melody' to them - where the viewer can see patterns with
changes in color, design and space.  When the viewer is away from the paintings, they will get
flashes of the paintings that linger in the mind like that of a tune or melody of a song that catches
up on people's ear and mind."

PRINT - The idea for this large four-panel painting, came to Overstreet while standing by the
Fountain of Temperance, Charity, Faith and Hope at a peace rally in New York City's Thompkin's
Square Park.

The bright colors are placed to show the greatest color contrast and the patterns are arranged to give
the feeling of movement.  There is a yellow explosion around the diamonds on the end panels.  The
circles on the center panels bring the viewers eye around and inward.  The painting has a magical
feeling.

PORTFOLIO  F

PAIRED WITH: VASARELY
TRIDEM  K
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ARTIST: VASARELY, VICTOR (VAS-ah-rel-ly, VIC-tor)  (1908-1997)

PRINT: TRIDEM K Op Art
     Date:  1968

          Size:  Unknown
    Medium:  Unknown

ARTIST - Victor Vasarely was born in Hungary.  He moved to Paris, France when he was 22.  He
became interested in creating optical illusions, pictures that change each time a person looks at
them.  He uses brilliant colors and geometric shapes to dazzle the eye.

PRINT - This is an example of “Op Art.”  Vasarely wants people to see motion in his paintings.
This painting looks three-dimensional and the boxes appear to float in space.  Look at the painting;
look away; then, look at the painting again.  The position of the boxes changes.  This is called an
optical illusion: Op Art.

PORTFOLIO  F

PAIRED WITH; OVERSTREET
JUSTICE AND PEACE
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OVERSTREET - JUSTICE AND PEACE
VASARELY - TRIDEM K

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What do you see in these pictures?

2. What kinds of shapes do you see?

3. Let's try to count the number of circles in Overstreet's picture.

4. Let's try to count the number of squares in Vasarely" picture.

5. What colors do you see in these pictures?

6. Which picture uses one shape over and over?

7. Does anything happen when you look at Vasarely's Tridem K for a while?

8. Are these pictures of real objects or are they just fun?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. Artists use designs with shapes and colors to design material for clothing, wallpaper, book
covers and other things we use every day.  Imagine that you are designing material for clothing.
Draw some circles, squares and triangles on your paper.  Use bright colors.

2. Count how many of each shape you used.  You may color in your shapes when you are
finished.

SKILLS REINFORCED - SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS

Visual Arts: Makes connections between art and the real world.
Mathematics: Understands the different ways numbers are represented and used in the real world.
Mathematics: Draws and identifies two dimensional shapes.
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1022 PICASSO, PABLO
Enamel Saucepan

Musée d’Art Moderne,
Paris

874 DEMUTH, CHARLES
Figure Five in gold

Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York
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ARTIST: PICASSO, PABLO  (pi-KAHS-oh, PAH-blow)    (1881-1973)

PRINT: THE ENAMEL SAUCEPAN  Cubism
MUSEE d'ART MODERNE Date:  1945
PARIS, FRANCE Size:  32 5/8" x 41 3/8"

Medium: Oil on Linen

ARTIST - Pablo Picasso was born in Malaga, Spain.  He lived a long and very productive life of
92 years.  He experimented in painting, drawing, ceramics and sculpture.

Picasso's father, a professor at the Barcelona Academy of Art, was his first teacher.  By the time he
was 16 years old, he was working on his own.  Throughout his career he passed through many
periods which reflected what was going on in his own life.  His 'blue period' from 1901-1909 for
example, occurred when he was lonely, cold and hungry.  His paintings of that period show very
thin invalids, beggars and outcasts portrayed with only a few colors.

Between 1906-07, Picasso, and his friend, Georges Braque, invented Cubism, which led to modern
art.  Picasso wanted to 'free' the form in art.  He achieved this in his paintings by breaking apart the
object and assembling the parts in an odd way - emphasizing geometric shapes.

PRINT - The Enamel Saucepan was painted during Picasso’s “Cubist” period.  He thought that
this style of painting was his most important contribution to art.  It is a bold design and is similar to
other still lifes painted then and to Picasso's earlier paintings.  The colors and shapes are very
striking.  The spacing and lines are also important.

Picasso was able to bring drama into a still life, which very few artists can do.

(Students may need to be told that a saucepan is another name for a pot that is used in cooking.)

PORTFOLIO  G

PAIRED WITH: DEMUTH
FIGURE FIVE IN GOLD
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ARTIST: DEMUTH, CHARLES (1883-1935)

PRINT: FIGURE FIVE IN GOLD  20th Century America
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART Date:  1928
NEW YORK CITY Size:  36” x 29 3/4”

Medium:  Oil on composition board

ARTIST - Charles Demuth, the first American Cubist-Realist, was born in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania.  He studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Paris, London, and Berlin.
Beginning with watercolor landscapes and flowers, Demuth moved on to book illustrations and
theatrical works.  Later he developed two distinct abstract styles.  One style was soft, with symbolic
forms that were often enclosed in circular frames. The other style was hard, encompassing flat,
prismatic shapes, crisscrossing diagonals, and streams of light.  His subjects were industrial motifs,
ships, and simple country architecture.  Using both oil and tempera, Demuth created a literal
transposition of nature.

PRINT - The Figure Five in Gold was inspired by a poem by his friend, William Carlos Williams.
The gold five echoes against three superimposed red rectangles.  The blue and gray diagonals move
toward the center of the piece.  The lights, traffic signal, and theater marquee create a circular
movement.  This combination of movement gives the feeling of teetering on a curb amid light and
noise.  The effect resembles Dr. Williams' poetry.

This poem inspired the painting:

The Great Figure

Among the rain
And lights
I saw the figure 5
In gold
On a red
Firetruck
Moving
Tense
Unheeded
To gong clangs
Siren howls
And wheels rumbling
Through the dark city.

PORTFOLIO  G

PAIRED WITH: PICASSO
THE ENAMEL SAUCEPAN
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PICASSO - THE ENAMEL SAUCEPAN
DEMUTH - FIGURE FIVE IN GOLD

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What do you see in each picture?

2. Do these objects look real?  Explain.

3. Where do you see shapes?  What kind?

4. Where do you see lines?

5. What do you think the yellow circles represent in Figure Five in Gold?

6. How many numbers do you see in Demuth's picture?

7. Can you name the objects in Picasso's picture The Enamel Saucepan?

8. Why do you think these artists painted their pictures this way?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

1. In a sentence, verbally describe how each thing in Picasso's picture can be used.

2. Draw a picture that shows everyday things that we use in the classroom.  Use simple shapes to
show the objects.

3. Paint a picture of a dream that you have had.  Does it help you understand the dream better
when you paint a picture of it?

4. Draw a picture using numbers as objects.

5. Make a picture where the objects are composed of circles, squares, or triangles.

SKILLS REINFORCED - SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS

Visual Arts: Understands that art can be realistic, symbolic or abstract.
Language Arts: Drafts simple sentences that express ideas clearly.
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